
 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE HISTORIC CONSERVATION BOARD 
 

September 11, 2000 
 
 
The Historic Conservation Board met at 3:00 P.M., in the J. Martin Griesel Room, Centennial 
Plaza II, with Messrs. Bloomfield, Kreider, Raser and Senhauser and Mmes. Borys and 
Spraul-Schmidt, present.  Mr. Dale, Ms. Sullebarger and Ms. Wallace were absent. 
 
Because some board members did not receive copies of the minutes prior to the meeting, 
consideration of the minutes of July 21, 2000 was delayed until the next meeting. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS, 717 ELM STREET, COVENANT FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Staff member Daniel Young summarized the staff report and, in response to a question from 
Mr. Kreider, said the present fence along the Eighth Street is approximately 5-feet tall and 
meets Code.  He said the new fence will be compatible in scale and appearance with the 
existing fence and the church; the gate will divide public space from private to keep 
intruders from loitering in the stairwell.  Ms. Deanna Heil of Brashear Bolton, Architects, was 
present to answer questions.  
 
BOARD ACTION 
The Board voted unanimously (motion by Raser, second by Borys) to accept the staff 
recommendation that the Historic Conservation Board approve a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for alterations at the Covenant First Presbyterian Church, including a new 
concrete entrance stair to basement level, conversion of a window opening to a doorway 
and a new wrought iron fence, with the following conditions: 

1. The new stairway will be enclosed with a gate to match the new wrought iron fence. 
2. If the existing wrought iron fence cannot be replicated, with the additional vertical 

and horizontal elements, a fence with a simple, contemporary design will be 
installed, with the approval of the Urban Conservator. 

3. The Urban Conservator must approve the design of the new basement entrance 
door. 

 
APPROVAL OF A DEVELOPMENT PLAN, 1300 VINE STREET, OFFICE (STUDIO) 
USE, OVER-THE-RHINE (SOUTH) HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Mr. Young summarized the staff report on plans for interior office fit-out in the first-floor 
storefront of this building to provide professional office space for Miami University 
Department of Architecture and Interior Design faculty and their students.  ReSTOC, the 
owner, recently rehabilitated all of the building except the first-floor storefront as housing. 
The majority of buildings in this area originally had retail/commercial uses on the first floor 
with residences on the upper floors.  In 1987 this district was zoned R-7 (T) to encourage the 
continued mixed use of these buildings.  The current application, with its office use on the 
first floor and residences on the upper floors, complies with the intent of this zoning.   
 
Professor Tom Dutton of the Miami University Department of Architecture and Interior 
Design faculty was present to answer questions.  He said Miami University plans to use all 
the first floor as professional office, conference and studio space for professors, instructors 
and their students.  
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BOARD ACTION 
The Board voted unanimously (motion by Kreider, second by Borys) to: 

1. Approve the Miami University Department of Architecture and Interior Design 
development plan for the property at 1300 Vine Street, as described in the letter of 
application, for the use of the first floor of the property for office, conference and 
studio space for Miami University faculty and their students, on the following 
conditions: 
a) That the proposed use shall be established substantially in accordance with the 

 plats, plans and other data submitted to the Board in this application. 
b) That all detailed plans for changes to the exterior of the building shall be 

submitted to and approved by the Urban Conservator or Historic Conservation 
Board through Certificates of Appropriateness. 

c) That any development plans for transitional use of this property shall be 
submitted for the Board's review if the proposed project described in this 
application is dropped. 

 
2. Direct staff to forward the necessary documentation to the Director of Buildings and 

Inspections to permit the establishment of the business offices as proposed in this 
application. 

 
NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION, NEWPORT AND CINCINNATI BRIDGE 
(LOUISVILLE AND NASHVILLE BRIDGE) 
Mr. Young presented the staff report on the nomination by the City of Newport (Kentucky) 
of the Newport and Cincinnati Bridge (Louisville and Nashville Bridge) to the National 
Register of Historic Places.  The Kentucky Historic Preservation Review Board has asked the 
City of Cincinnati to comment on the nomination both as a property owner and as a 
Certified Local Government. 
 
Mr. Young emphasized the significance of this bridge as an outstanding example of the 
divided Pennsylvania style of the Pratt Truss and suggested that the historic significance 
portion of the National Register nomination include some background on the importance of 
nineteenth-century bridge design and the driving force of the railroad industry in 
engineering advances. 
 
Ms. Adrienne Cowden, one of the authors of the nomination, was present and explained 
that the bridge structure itself belongs to Kentucky, because the Kentucky state border is at 
the high water mark on the Ohio side of the Ohio River, but the bridge approaches on the 
Ohio side above the high water mark belong to Ohio.  The exact boundaries for the 
proposed historic registration are not yet defined but will include the bridge itself, the 
arcades on both sides and all the approaches.  Ms. Cowden said the City of Newport will 
receive several million dollars to rehabilitate the bridge; the roadway portion will become a 
walking bridge; the railroad portion will remain as is.  Newport-on-the-Levee, the 
development west of the bridge, has already re-pointed the brick arcade and plans to do a 
public interpretation of the bridge to highlight its history and significance. 
 
In response to a question by Mr. Bloomfield, Mr. Young explained that listing in the National 
Register places no controls on a property.  Listing the bridge will not hinder future 
development of the bridge for public transportation such as light rail or monorail.  If the 
bridge is already listed on the National Register, the federally mandated historic compliance 
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review of a change of use that involves federal funds would be accelerated, because the 
historic significance of the bridge would already be established.  
 
Ms. Spraul-Schmidt said she would like the National Register nomination to include the date 
of the Supreme Court decision that established the boundary between Kentucky and Ohio 
and commented that the configuration of the Ohio River is now very different from its 
nineteenth-century configuration. 
 
BOARD ACTION 
The Board voted unanimously (motion by Borys, second by Spraul-Schmidt) to: 

1. Find that the Newport and Cincinnati Bridge meets the criteria for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

2. Recommend that the nomination be revised to present the bridge's design in the 
additional context of the evolving technology of bridge design and the railroad 
industry's role in this process, and include the date of the Supreme Court decision 
that established the boundary between Kentucky and Ohio. 

3. Direct staff to forward the Board's findings and recommendations and its strong 
support for this nomination to the Kentucky Heritage Council prior to the September 
27, 2000, meeting of the Kentucky Historic Preservation Review Board. 

 
INTRODUCTION OF ADRIENNE COWDEN 
Mr. Senhauser introduced Ms. Adrienne Cowden who is joining the Historic Conservation 
staff as a City Planner. 

 
SEPTEMBER 18 HCB RETREAT 
Mr. Bloomfield suggested a morning meeting, 8:00-12:30.  Ms. Liz Blume, Director of 
Planning, can attend from 11:30 until 12:30.  Mr. Forwood presented a tentative agenda.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
As there were no other items for consideration by the Board, the meeting adjourned 
(motion by Kreider, second by Spraul-Schmidt). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________   _______________________________________ 
William L. Forwood         John C. Senhauser 
Urban Conservator         Chairman 
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